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Hello Northlewians, New, Existing and Future, Near and Far  

 

Firstly, can I thank so many of you who took the time to express how much you enjoyed 

the March edition of the Northlew News.  It certainly was good to hear after all the work 

so many people put in.  Embarking upon new adventures is not only exciting, but at times 

a little bit scary, so the positivity was very much appreciated.   

In many ways the last 3 months have zoomed by, in other ways it feels like forever since 

I scratched my head wondering where to start.  There have been many changes, sadly 

several villagers have passed away, and our thoughts and condolences go to their friends 

and families.  Congratulations to those enjoying the company of new family members be 

they human or animal! There have also been a number of house moves and much-loved 

members of the community have moved or are heading off onto their next chapters, we of 

course wish them health and happiness in their new pasture; this has of course given 

opportunities for new parishioners to join our Nor’lew community, and we welcome you all 

to our little piece of Devonshire heaven.  

As the country and county begins to unfurl from the C19 restrictions and we all venture 

out of our safe bubbles, if you are anything like me you will be slightly more appreciative 

of the beauty we are surrounded with, the trees flowers and hedgerows, and on those 

wonderful early summer days, the clear blue sky that seems to go on forever, I can’t be 

the only person who finds themselves singing  ‘Take me home country roads’ as I drive 

past The Grange, Little Widefield and Waytown – perhaps however I am the only one daft 

enough to admit it!! 

I’d like to also welcome a couple of new advertisers; thank existing advertisers and thank 

those of you who asked to receive your Northlew News electronically, it’s a fabulously free 

of charge and eco-friendly way to enjoy it.  So, on that note, I shall leave you to enjoy the 

2nd edition of the Northlew News under my stewardship, I hope it doesn’t disappoint. 

With best wishes for a divine summer,  

northlewnews@gmail.com Celia 
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Northlew Parish Council 

Contact details for your nine Councillors, who always welcome your support and comments, are:- 

Holly Dancer Cllr & Chair chair@northlewparishcouncil.org.uk  

Celia Miners Cllr & Vice Chair cminers@northlewparishcouncil.org.uk  

Andrew Alger Cllr aalger@northlewparishcouncil.org.uk  

Shirley Brookman Cllr sbrookman@northlewparishcouncil.org.uk  

Mai Cudmore Cllr mcudmore@northlewparishcouncil.org.uk  

Gillian Dixon Cllr gdixon@northlewparishcouncil.org.uk  

Bryan Dufty Cllr bdufty@northlewparishcouncil.org.uk  

Shaun Millership Cllr smillership@northlewparishcouncil.org.uk  

Mark Rundle Cllr mrundle@northlewparishcouncil.org.uk  

 
Details on how to contact your Borough and County Councillors and Member of Parliament are also found 
on our website http://www.northlewparishcouncil.org.uk/YourCouncillors.aspx. 
 
Meetings 
Parish Council Meetings are usually held at 7.30 pm on the third Monday of each month in the main hall of 
the Victory Hall.  At 7.30pm prior to the start of the formal meeting, there is a public session (if required) 
which, at the Chair’s discretion may last up to 15 minutes to enable members of the public to ask questions 
of and make comment to the Council.    We request that notice of intent to ask questions/make comment 
to be made to the clerk by the Friday prior to the date of the meetings.   Questions not answered at this 
meeting will be answered in writing to the person asking the question or may appear as an agenda items for 
the appropriate parish council or committee meeting.   Members of the public are asked to restrict their 
comments and/or questions to three minutes.   This section is not part of the formal meeting of the Council.  
Any member of the parish can attend the formal part of the meeting but may not contribute to it unless 
specifically invited by the chair. 
 

Minutes 
The minutes of the last month’s council meeting are available on Parish website at 
www.northlewparishcouncil.org.uk.    Please contact our clerk Sue Main for further information or if you 
would like to raise a topic at the public session of the Parish Council Meeting.    Sue can be contacted at 
email: clerk@northlewparishcouncil.org.uk or on 07956 312047. 
 

Website 
The website contains a whole host of useful village information including latest news on the home page, a 
local information and memory page, your Councillors, agenda and minutes and back copies of the 
newsletters.       
 

Noticeboard 
Our clerk also produces a monthly noticeboard with information about what is going on in the Parish and 
also notifications from West Devon Borough Council (and Devon County Council as appropriate).    This can 
be found on the home page of the website and also on the noticeboard at The Victory Hall. 
 

If you have any community-related news for inclusion on the Noticeboard or if you have any feedback, 

comments and/or suggestions about the website or if you are organising an event in the parish that you 

would like to be advertised on the website, then please contact our Parish Clerk at 

clerk@northlewparishcouncil.org.uk. 

 

http://www.northlewparishcouncil.org.uk/YourCouncillors.aspx
http://www.northlewparishcouncil.org.uk/
mailto:clerk@northlewparishcouncil.org.uk
mailto:clerk@northlewparishcouncil.org.uk
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If you wish to contact a councillor, please wherever possible do so using their council email address as seen 

the previous table, rather than through social media.   

Any parishioner wishing to receive the latest very in-depth guide to reporting issues to DCC please contact 

the Clerk to the parish council or the Newsletter editor either of whom can email it across to you; it is very 

lengthy which is why it isn’t in this publication.  The guidelines from the previous edition all still work as 

well. 

 
Northlew Public Toilets Survey 
 
Teaser: In what year were the current public toilets built and opened? (read on to find out more!) 
 
Thank you to everyone who took time to respond to the survey online, on paper or via email. 
65 parishioners responded (about 8% of the population) with their views about the possible development of 
the current toilet site. 
 
Most respondents supported the idea of the toilets remaining open, with the majority favoring the 
development of a single, accessible toilet. Just under three quarters felt this could be combined with a shop 
and covered area serving drinks and snacks. 
 
It was particularly heartening to hear how much many residents value the Square Shop Northlew and would 
welcome the retention of a village shop. Thank you to all those involved in the running of the shop and local 
contributors to the Friday Market. 
 
 
The Parish Council will be considering and discussing all the survey contributions at the next full Council 
Meeting on 21st June and more information will be available after that time.  
 
More about the initial findings of the survey can be found in the Annual Parish Assembly PowerPoint 
presentation on the Parish Council website 
http://www.northlewparishcouncil.org.uk/_UserFiles/Files/Documents/2021%20Presentation.pdf 
 
 
Teaser answer and history of the current public toilets: 
 
 

• 15 October 1973, Mr Benjamin Dufty sold the land to the Rural District Council of Okehampton (now 
known as West Devon Borough Council)  

• 18 October 1973, Exeter Diocesan Trust sold the narrow strip of access land to the RDCO. 

• 9 January 2007, West Devon Borough Council transferred ownership to Northlew Parish Council, 
who are now responsible for the upkeep and maintenance of the facility.  

 
Conditions 12 (1) states that the conveniences should be free for use by the public and that any change of 
use is subject to consent of West Devon Borough Council. 
 
So, we assume the toilets opened in 1974, but do you know the exact date of the public opening? If so, do 
let the Editor know!  
 
 
Holly Dancer 
Northlew Parish Council 
  

http://www.northlewparishcouncil.org.uk/_UserFiles/Files/Documents/2021%20Presentation.pdf
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BEAWORTHY CREAM TEA WALK 
 

For the last few years, (excepting last year,) our walking group have been welcomed by 
the Beaworthy Church Community for cream teas. All money collected will be put 
towards the upkeep of their church. 
  
The good news is that the walk is going ahead again this year and will take place on 
the 16th of July. The general itinerary for the day is: - 
  
2pm walk starts Northlew Square. 
4pm ish arrive at Beaworthy Church enjoy a cream tea and then walk home! 
 
Cream teas laid on in the church grounds - £6 per head. 
  
Transport to or from Beaworthy will be available on the day, for those who do not 
want to (or can’t) walk both ways. You may just want to join in for the refreshments, 
which is fine, the invitation extends to everyone not just the walking group. 
  
If you are interested in joining our group for this great day, then please contact me 
Chris Baines on chrisbaines63@btinternet.com  or 01409 221362. 
 

 

 

mailto:chrisbaines63@btinternet.com
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SeaMoor Lotto was created in 2018 by West Devon Borough Council. 

Set up to support community projects in the local area, SeaMoor Lotto operates on the principle of raising 
money within the community for the community. We empower local good causes to raise money in a fun 
and effective way.  A ticket for SeaMoor Lotto costs £1 a week and 60p will go directly to good causes! 

Northlew Parish Council are a registered good cause with SeaMoor Lotto, so you can raise funds for the 
parish council, and potentially win something for yourself.  Google SeaMoor Lotto, it’s really simple to join! 

www.seamoorlotto.co.uk 
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VILLAGE FRIENDS 
Les Friend was born on 12th March 1927 on the family farm, Wadland Barton, Ashbury.  His grandfather 

had been the original occupant of the Wadland Barton Estate farmhouse, which was built in 1685, working 

on the land as tenant farmers of the Ashbury Estate.  Richard Chapman Friend and his wife Ethel (Les’s 

parents) took over the management of the farm, eventually buying the original farmhouse from the 

Ashbury Estate. 

 

Original Wadland Barton Farmhouse 1685 to 1950’s, Water Colour painting. 

The original house (seen in a water colour painting above) had 3ft thick stone walls, with the only heating 

being the large oven in the kitchen.  Across from the house were the stable and another cottage. At this 

time the farm provided work for a few staff, including a servant girl who helped their mother in the 

kitchen, a cowman and horseman.  Les’s father was a keen horseman and usually had 5 horses, he also 
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bred horses.  A very memorable horse being called Silver Tail, a hunter which was requisitioned for the 

War effort, never to be seen again, probably taking a bullet. 

Les remembers walking to Northlew school every day from the farm with his sister Stella, on the way 

calling for a girl that lived above the Laundry House at Ashbury.  Wearing boots with scoots on the heels, 

much like a horseshoe.   At the age of 11, he sat and passed a test and went on to the Grammar School, 

Okehampton in 1935.  Mr Hunter was the Head Teacher then. 

Early memories also include the installation of Telegraph poles & new phone lines in the 1940’s.  One 

memorable evening there was a terrific thunder storm, lightening hit one of these poles, spliting it like 

match wood, the strike travelled along the lines & did the same to the next few poles destroying each as it 

hit. 

At school the older children were recruited to work on the land in the War effort to plant potatoes, where 

due to his farm experience he was often in charge of this workforce and directing works.  These war years 

were hard work, as was farming in those days required maximum output to feed the nation. 

The day would start at 6am, the first jobs of the day would be to prepare and clean out the stables, get the 

horses ready for working the fields.  Ploughing and furrowing would take a team of two horses.  A team of 

3 would pull the Binder to cut corn.  The farm yielded 60-70 acres of corn, which was all made into sheaths, 

the wheat used for thatching.   

The steam thrasher would then be brought in to separate the wheat, 

with a reed comber on top of the machine.  They also grew barley and 

oats to make dredge corn and straw for bedding.  The picture to the 

left shows John Jordan, who married Les’s sister Stella, on the left 

with his father inlaw Richard Chapman Friend on the right having a 

shorrt break during thrashing.   

Work in the war years was hard, seven days a week with no days off.  

Often the old small tractor would take upto an hour to start and crank 

into life. 

The first tractor on the farm was a Case Tractor R Model, bought 

approx 1940.  Les remembers working on the tractor as required, 

while his sister would do the milking of the dairy herd.  His father 

would often be away visiting other farms.  Next to the house the milking parlour had a pump room and 

vacuum pumps.  All this equipment would  need to be sterlised monthly, which always made a long day 

even longer. 

Following milking the 10 gallon churns were put out to be collected by the milk lorry.  They always had 

Devon cows until Les remembers his father buyin an in-calf friesian and an in calf shorthorn.  In later years 

the family decided to stop producing milk and concentrated in beef production.  

One of the wonderful old country skills, still seen occasionally today, was hedge laying, a process of cutting 

the newly established tree growth in a hedge and ‘laying it’ to strengthen the denisty of the hedge and 

encourage future growth.  The off-cuts were used to make ‘faggots’ bundles of wipsy bits of twigs, used as 

fire ligters.  On Sunday mornings the cowman and horseman would use a cross-saw to cut the large bits of 

wood into useable sizes, making sure there was plenty to see through to the following Sunday.   

The War Years obviously made quite an impact on Les too, he remembers one misty evening hearing a 

German bomber overhead, he could hear the bomb doors open and the next thing he knew a bomb had 
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been dropped and had landed nearby in fields, but it did not detonate.  It was only the first and was 

followed by several other which did detonate and blew large holes in the fields close to the farmhouse.  In 

total approx five or 6 bombs were dropped. 

Another summer Les was doing the cut-in, which is when you start ploughing about 3-4 furrows wide, he 

was looking after the ponies, when a Hurrican plane tried to land having run out of fuel, it hit one of his 

furrows and summersalted.  His father saw the plane crash and rushed over from the top fields to help the 

pilot, who was trapped by two fingers on his right hand.  Luckily for the pilot his father refused to cut his 

fingers off as requested, help arrived and they managed to free the pilot and save his fingers.  Later the 

RAF’s top brass came to thank Richard, and said the pilot kept crashing his planes! 

Les also fondly remembers dances which were organised by Lady Fison of Northlew Manor for the local 

Black Army Camp soldiers, who were stationed at Winsford near Halwill Junction, there were 100’s of 

American men.  He remembers the floor of the Victory Hall would bounce to the sound of music and 

dancing, the servicemen and locals were all polite and respectful until the white american service men 

arrived, then there would often be trouble. 

It was one of these dances held in the village that Les met Betty Dennis, they married on 10th April 1950 at 

Inwardleigh Church.  1950 was a big year for Les, as not only did he & Betty get married, but he took over 

the running of the farm from his father, who retired and went to 

live nearby at The Parks, Ashbury.   This picture shows them 

celebrating their 70th Wedding Anniversary last year. 

It was also around this time the late 1950’s early 1960’s that the 

old farmhouse was demolished and Cooks Builders of 

Okehampton built the present main farmhouse.  Les remembers 

helping with the demolition and climbing a rope attached to the 

left chimney stack with fear, as it was the last wall standing of 

the old house. 

Les and Betty had four children, two girls first, the eldest being Margaret, who they sadly lost in a tragic fire 

accident at the age of two and a half.  She was laid to rest At Ashbury Church.  (see previous picture) 

Many years later, Phil, their youngest son took over the management of the family farm, by then some 340 

aces and built on the family legacy, his older brother took on another farm nearby.  Les and his wife went 

to live in the new bungalow, built next to the farmhouse in 1984, positioned thoughtfully to continue being 

in the centre of a busy family farming life. 

Les has also been the ‘custodian’ of Ashbury Church grounds for 30 years, holding the keys to the church 

and looking after the grounds.  In the early days he remembers mowing all the lawns with a push along 

mower and then buying a sit on mower second hand for 

£1000, easing the task significantly I am sure.  This picture was 

taken many years ago, but is instantly recognisable.  Les also 

served as Chairman of the Parish Council for a number of 

years. 

Les has seen many changes in his 94 years, farming has always 

been tough, but back in the ‘old days’ it was a different kind of 

tough, and he has certainly earned his retirement.  Thank you  

Les and family for sharing these recollections for everyone to enjoy. 
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A Little Note from the PTFA 

 

Sadly, the PTFA have been unable to meet during Lockdown 3, so have 

only just begun to start thinking about future fund raisers.  I am 

assured they have some exciting ideas up their sleeves (hopefully not 

with soggy tissues!) and as soon as they can be sure of events being 

able to go ahead it will be plan, plan, plan. 

 

Kind regards,  

On behalf of the PTFA 

 

36 
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Here is Part 2 of Colin Jarvis’s series, in it we are reminded what a very small place 

the world is! Colin wrote “It was interesting to read the article about Hilary in the 

last edition of Northlew News and see her picture of the scooter rally in the village 

square. It reminded me of teenage life in Essex with a Lambretta.” 

 

The land and it’s soil………. it must be in the blood. 
 

Summer, 1969. The year of hippies and moon landings but for me it was off to work on the 
farm again, the same jobs were there but now I oversaw the electric fence and strip grazing 
for the main herd.  Moving the cows one afternoon I noticed some people in a lower field 
with tape measures and surveying equipment.  Dennis the farmer said that a new road was 
to be built across the farm.  Dad and I did some research and discovered that the road went 
right round London and would become the M25!!  
  
Later we learned that the farm was finished. Destroyed. To get the 6-lane motorway through 
these lovely hills a huge cutting would take much of the farmland and no bridge was to be 
built connecting the far side with the farm buildings. 
Other farms on the route would of course be affected. Hundreds if not thousands of acres 
used to grow food, would be lost under concrete for ever.  
 
The M25 construction (1970s to 1986) was government policy but nothing could replace the 
farmland.  Thousands of trees were planted on the motorway sides to put something back 
into the landscape.  10 years later, in 1978 the motorway plans returned into my life when I 
least expected them. More later. 
 
Like any other teenager, transport was needed for my social life.  I wanted a motorbike, but 
Dad intervened and helped buy me a Lambretta scooter. It was supposed to be safer! I soon 
exchanged this 175cc machine to a fast SX 200 modified to a 225cc.  When I moved to 
Northlew I read about Mike Karslake's scooter museum that was in the village. I had heard 
of Lambretta King, Mike Karslake he had lived not that far from me in Essex.  We all knew 
Roy's of Hornchurch in East London; the place to go for any scooter parts and a meet up.  
Mods and Rockers were big culture groups in the sixties. Mods loved scooters but near the 
end of the decade a sub cult appeared...the Skinheads. Smart clothes and very short hair, 
that was their image. 
 
Me and my friends wore our hair long, so we had to avoid trouble as some gangs were quite 
violent and targeted us.  Coming home late one night from a rare visit to Skinhead territory 
in East London I witnessed a brutal stabbing just a few feet away whilst waiting at traffic 
lights. Madness.  The fast scooter did its job to get me away even though the traffic lights 
were still red!  Could rural life be safer? 
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My personal safety did take a turn for the better when I had a skinhead girlfriend riding 
pillion!  We were a strange mix...both liking heavy music and reggae and Motown. I had long 
hair and she wore skinhead outfits! Happy Days. 
  
Sixth form. Exams. College/Uni applications and then I found myself in Bristol for the Winter 
and Devon for the Summer months. No skinhead gangs in sight!!  My course was perfect 
involving detailed biological study and then seeing it applied in a food situation at the Seale 
Hayne Agricultural College Newton Abbot. I didn't hesitate to specialise in crop and animal 
production. No mention of ruminant methane problems then!! 
Devon was undergoing major road construction projects in the early 1970's with the M5 and 
A38 to Plymouth all being built during my time there.  The countryside still looked amazing. 
  
Seale Hayne College closed in 2005 and has had several uses in recent years. Even in 1973 
farmers were not sending their sons and daughters to agricultural college in viable enough 

numbers to keep it running. The students 
down from Bristol helped keep it viable 
even back in the 70’s.  We mixed with the 
agricultural students at the numerous 
parties and pubs across South Dartmoor. 
Mags and I enjoyed walking and explored 
the moors together, on my Norton 
Dominator 600cc motorbike. This photo 
shows Mags on my bike outside Seale 
Hayne College, my Lambretta days were 
over!  

 
Dad kept me informed of environmental issues in Essex and beyond. The threat of a new 
London Airport was creating protest groups across the county. 
  
I had never heard of secondary school farms, but the Seale Hayne careers adviser suggested 
I ought to apply for teaching Rural Studies. I could have my own school farm!!  The yearlong 
course was good. I was trained in horticulture, small farm animal management and woodland 
management near Bath, Somerset.   My teaching practise was at Wadham School, 
Crewkerne. They had a new set of greenhouses, vegetable plots, a pigsty and more, it was a 
steep learning curve but exciting. 
  
On leaving the West Country in the mid-1970s we both hoped we could return someday.  The 
idea of self-sufficiency was going viral fuelled by the tv programme, The Good Life, everyone 
fancied the life portrayed by Tom and Barbara.  John Seymour was the guru of this 
phenomenon.  He wrote a book called Self Sufficiency, I purchased it in Exeter one day, then 
sat on the Cathedral Green and read it cover to cover.  A new chapter was looming in my life.  
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Raindrops keep falling………… 

Well, the saying ‘It never rains but it pours’, doesn’t actually relate to weather, instead 

its about misfortunes clustering together.  In April we basked in sunshine, seedlings 

wilted, and we felt like camels surviving arid conditions; and then came May, the camels 

were dispatched with, the seedlings learned to swim, and we all needed webbed feet….. 

can you imagine life if our rainfall was evened out across the months and seasons!   

 

Again, thanks to Brian and Marion Dufty for sharing their records.  All measurements in 

millimetres and recorded within the parish. 

 1981 1991 2001 2011 2021 

January 110 189 127 148 185 

February 101 102 94 79 150 

March 285 113 145 29 59 

April  43 113 115 17 13 

May 143 10 28 47 210 
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St Thomas of Canterbury Church 
Hello again Northlew, 

 So, it seems just as we thought it was safe to start making plans, 

everything is up in the air again. I am not really complaining; who 

could possibly see far enough into the future to second guess the 

events of these past two years? All we can do is make the best of 

it and carry on trying to love each other as best we can. 

Consequently, the church patronal festival and fete which we had 

planned for July 3rd is now on hold. The various things that make it special; mingling, eating 

together and gathering in a crowd, are all still off the national menu at present. We hope to 

attempt something similar later in the year as circumstances allow as an excuse to celebrate 

some freedom whenever it comes.   

This also leaves a brief interruption to our services as we’d planned to skip Sunday the 4th 

after the fete, so please don’t turn up for church that day! [Please do turn up for church any 

other Sunday; we’ll be delighted to see you!] 

On the upside, weddings have been given the go ahead [given a lot of jiggery- pokery] much 

to the relief of the many couples I’ve been walking a journey of many dates with, notably 

Tom and Rachel marrying here on the 31st. Our prayers and love go with you both for a special 

day and a great future together. 

It was great to use the church at Ashbury a couple of weeks back for the baptisms of Richard 

and Emma’s children, Alice and William Friend. The sun shone and a beautiful family occasion 

was enjoyed by all. It was all the more fun for me as Stuart Wilson and I shared the service; 

so nice to do something together with a predecessor and enjoy a sense of the continuity of 

God’s intention for this place and its people. In fact, I am off for lunch at the Green Dragon 

with Stuart today for a decent catch up and comparison of notes! 

And by the time you read this I will have been back in the village again (at Milltown farm this 

time) suffering for my art. I’m still making little videos each week on a theme related to our 

relationship with God. This week I’ve talked Tony and Ruth into letting me shear a sheep or 

two [it gets harder every year!] as an illustration of God’s care for us, specifically His [and 

only His] ability to relieve us of our burdens. ‘The Lord is my shepherd’ (Psalm 23) may sound 

all fluffy and nice, but the job in practice can look anything but, even when it’s in the sheep’s 

best interest. We don’t always like what God does with us, but He knows best, and loves us 

to the end. May you know His caring presence in your life, home, and family as we walk 

through these peculiar days! 

 Love and blessings, Leigh. 
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Northlew Victory Hall 
 

The past year has been a tough one for everyone but at NVH we have taken the 
opportunity to use the time, not only to complete necessary maintenance, but also update 
things to be compliant with new British Standards. 
We are very lucky to subscribe to Devon Communities Together, think of them as the 
Holy Grail of Village Halls. They are a mine of information and have helped us no end 
during this pandemic, from offering advice through to sample documents for us to create 
our own. Although the emails were many and the documents for guidance took hours to 
sift through, we honestly could not have done without their help. 
As I am sure that many of you are aware we received two grants during lockdown. The 
first was quite substantial and the second small to help cover any utilities that still needed 
paying. We believe in being open and honest with what we do with the money in NVH so 
below is a list of everything that has been completed in the last year. All work was 
undertaken in a Covid secure way in line with our Covid-19 Risk Assessment by either 
volunteers, local tradesmen, or specialist contractors, working singly or outside when the 
restrictions allowed. These are chosen as best value/knowledge from a number of 
quotes. 
 
NVH history in photos and news articles copied and displayed on wall. 
Under stage woodworm treated, rubbish and dust removed. 
Internal walls painted where needed. 
New shelf in shed. 
Dishwasher checked and serviced. 
Rear fence and gate repaired. 
Front wall washed. 
Electrical items PAT tested. 
External walls pressure washed and painted where needed. 
Old Porch internal walls painted and improved. 
Rear land levelled and tidied. 
Rear hedge reduced in height where necessary. 
Entire Electrical System checked and brought up to standard (local contractor Peter 
Smitherman) 
Fire Alarm System checked and improved to standards needed. 
NVH Covid-19 Risk Assessment produced, and Covid Conditions of hire updated when 
required. 
Slate Roof repairs (local contractor Marcus Barrett) 
 
Professional Fire Risk Assessment carried out. Compliance jobs include: 
New Front Doors on order (local contractor Julian Wilkins) 
New glass for fire doors and improved fire signage. 
 
We have had to spend quite a proportion of the grant money awarded to us, sadly 
professional services do cost money, but we consider it well spent as members of the 
committee did not have the necessary knowledge to complete the tasks. The remaining 
money will be going into a fund to renew the roof as we are aware that major 
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repairs/renovations will be expensive, we hope to use this for match funding as there is 
no way we can fund it from the amount we have in the bank. 
 
We would like to reiterate that there will be no price increase soon. A basic rule of thumb 
is £5/hour for parishioners, but for longer bookings you will notice a slight discount. 
Northlew Victory Hall is, as you know, a charity. It is not subsidised and as Trustees, the 
committee have a duty to protect it. We always get a number of quotes for all work that 
volunteers cannot do themselves and try to pick the best value quote. We fundraise 
throughout the year, for items that need purchasing and minor repairs, to keep hire 
charges low. The solar panels also subsidise the heating in the winter, so there is no 
extra charge to keep the hall toastie warm for your bookings. We think that our hire 
charges are good value for money and would also like to remind you that there has not 
been a price increase for 7 years. 
We hope for a little more normality in the coming months so that we can welcome you 
back through our doors again. 
 
Did you know? On February 7th, 2021, Northlew Victory Hall was opened 100 years ago! 
Look out for posters to celebrate this event sometime over the summer, Covid restrictions 
allowing. 
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FOST (Friends of St Thomas) NEWS 
Northlew parishioners may have been wondering what the recent work was being undertaken at the 

Parish Church.  Unfortunately, the lightning conductor system had failed its latest safety check and 

required urgent substantial work.  The Parochial Church Council brought this to our Charity’s attention and 

sought financial assistance in paying for this necessary work.  Following a quick on-line consultation FOST 

Committee Members agreed this work should not be delayed, that it was within the Charity’s remit to 

cover the cost and the go ahead given.   Had this work not been done there was the real danger that the 

Church’s Insurance would be invalidated.   

Parishioners can now be reassured that St Thomas’ Church’s Lightning Conductor has been secured and to 

know that such regular checks on the Church building are carried out by the PCC.    

This is an example of how the Friends of St Thomas charity works in tandem with the Parochial Church 

Council and helps with the maintenance and upkeep of Northlew’s wonderful historic Church.   

No doubt, sadly, more issues may face this old building and if you would like to help in securing its future 

by joining FOST we would love to hear from you.   You can become a Friend by making a small regular 

subscription either monthly or annually – for more details contact the Secretary, Jackie Ellis on 01837 

658750 or email her on jackie.ann.ellis@btinternet.com.  

 

  The Smell of Freshly Mown Grass 

If you have strolled through the Parish 

Churchyard recently you will have been struck 

by the peaceful and pleasant atmosphere. This 

is in no small part created by the half a dozen 

volunteers who cut the grass during the Spring 

to Autumn seasons. 

Now there is an unparalleled opportunity to 

join this band of “merry men people” as one of 

the churchwardens describes us.  The only 

requirements are that you have a reasonable 

level of fitness, an ability to walk in a straightish 

line and time to spend an hour or so once every 

2 – 3 weeks. 

If you are interested give me a call 

Roger Atkinson                 01409 221779 
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SAINT THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

Murder in the Cathedral and the making of a Saint.  

This will be the second year running that we as a community have not been able to celebrate the 

memory of our brave Saint, Saint Thomas of Canterbury.  Becket was a 12thC Chancellor and 

archbishop of Canterbury whose murder resulted in his canonisation.  For those of you missing the 

annual play of the archbishops’ demise which is traditionally one of the highlights of Church Festival 

Day, here is whistle stop tale of his life.   

The content has been lifted from several websites (noted at the end), cut, pasted and shaped, I take 

no credit for it, and hold no guarantee that it is entirely true, but hopefully it is more fact than fiction!  

In fact, I have enjoyed doing it so much I might try and write a similar piece on a different historical 

figure for each edition.  Time & enthusiasm permitting!  The Ed       

Thomas Becket was born around 1120, his parents like many 

others had left Normandy sometime after the Norman Conquest, 

and settled in Cheapside in the City of London.  He was educated 

at Merton Priory and at University in Paris.  Thomas was a popular 

young man, and his best friend was Henry, who would go on to 

become King of England.  

Connections got Thomas the role as agent for Theobald, 

Archbishop of Canterbury, through this he went on a number of 

missions across Europe.  Thomas was described as intelligent, 

charming, and authoritative.  Aged 21, Henry became King Henry 

11 and appointed Thomas as his Chancellor. Their camaraderie 

grew, they spent much time together, hunting, gaming, and 

travelling around England working hard to bring law and order to 

Henry’s realm; Thomas was a socialite of the day, he had vast 

wealth and enjoyed it, throwing lavish parties, travelling to France 

on his own ships. 

 

When Theobald died, Henry saw an opportunity to appoint his friend (not the obvious choice) as 

Archbishop whilst keeping him as Chancellor too, probably hoping he would be able to influence 

and control, the church more in doing so. But Henry and Thomas’ friendship was put under strain 

when it became clear very quickly, that Becket would now stand up for the church in its 

disagreements with the king. In 1164, it all came to a head, some harsh words were exchanged 

‘Whoremonger!’, ‘Bastard!’, and other such choice expressions, before Thomas made a strategic 

withdrawal …to France! He didn’t return until 1170. 

After 6 years in exile Thomas felt things had calmed enough for him to return to Canterbury. 

Preaching from the cathedral on Christmas Day 1170, Thomas again displayed his stormy 

temperament when he excommunicated some of his fellow bishops with the words …’May they all 

be damned by Jesus Christ!’  Henry became incensed when he heard of this outburst and is said to 

have uttered the fateful words “Will no one rid me of this turbulent priest!”  Four of Henry’s knights, 

probably not the brightest of men, took this as a summons to action, and left for Canterbury 

immediately. 
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They reached Canterbury Cathedral on December 29th, where they found Becket before the High 

Altar, as he had gone there to hear Vespers. One of the knights approached him and struck Becket 

on the shoulder with the flat of his sword. It seems that the knights did not at first intend to kill Becket, 

but as he stood firm after the first blow, the four attacked and butchered him. 

Henry was horrified when he heard the news as he believed that it was his words that had been the 

cause of Becket’s death. As an act of penitence, he donned sackcloth and ashes, and starved himself 

for three days. 

Becket was immediately hailed as a martyr and canonised in 1173, after which his shrine in 

Canterbury Cathedral became the most important centre of pilgrimage in England, with relics 

associated with him distributed to churches throughout Europe.  Many ‘miracles’ of the time were 

attributed to the late Archbishop, and his popularity remained even after his murder. 

Below is the beautiful stained-glass window in St Thomas of Canterbury Church in Northlew with 

St Thomas of Canterbury depicted second from the left. 

 

 

 

 

www.historic-uk.com     

 

www.bl.uk 
  

www.britishmuseum.org www.bbc.co.uk 
  

https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/Canterbury/
http://www.historic-uk.com/
http://www.bl.uk/
http://www.britishmuseum.org/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
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From Sheep to Shawl 
 

Many of us just put on our clothes without giving a thought to how they were made. Nowadays 
garments are mass produced, and made using other fibres like nylon, which is a type of plastic.  
Wool is a natural fibre which lasts longer than synthetic materials and can easily be repaired.  
 
Since moving to Devon, I have studied the more traditional methods for making clothing, 

learning how to prepare a wool fleece, and spinning it into yarn ready for making into a clothing 
article.  I am going to explain through the process which take the sheep’s fleece and turn it 

into wool yarn ready to knit with.  
 
The best fleeces to make garments like jumpers come from a range of sheep breeds such as, 
Delaine Marino, Dorset Down, Kerry Hill, fleeces like those from Herdwick sheep are generally 
used for rugs, bags and outerwear. 

 
Firstly, the fleece is brushed, and hand washed to get as much lanolin out of it as possible. This 

job is best done on a nice summer’s day.  You can spin it in the washing machine, but pop it in 
a pillowcase first, to stop any remnants of wool blocking up the machine. The fleece is then left 
to dry. 

 

After this the wool is then carded, this is a process that disentangles, cleans and intermixes 
fibres, to produce a continuous web or sliver making it easier to handle. You are now ready to 

spin your fleece. 

 
As you are sitting at the wheel, add a spool and wind 
a piece of scrap cord thread through the hole of the 
crank, and start treadling. As the wheel goes round, 

you will see the tension forming on the cord, you are 
now spinning. 
 
This process has remained basically unchanged for 

thousands of years, although the wool was originally 
spun using a spindle and distaff. The origins of 
spinning probably came from India around 500 to 

1000 AD. According to the history books, the spinning 
wheel was most likely invented in the Islamic world 

around the early 11th century. 
 

The basic method for spinning yarn, involves taking a clump of wool, and firstly teasing it out 
a bit to stretch the fibres. You then feed the wool onto the cord whilst turning the spinning 
wheel, until you feel the strands twisting and being pulled into the machine, and onto the spool. 

The skill is to control the amount of wool being fed onto the spool, to produce a consistent 
thickness of thread. This process can be repeated twice or more, depending on the thread 

thickness you require. When two spools are full, an empty spool is put on to the wheel and the 
two full spools are added to a lazy kate, which again is twisted onto the empty spool.  When 
this is completed, the wool is wound into a skein, hand washed and ready to dry.  
 
The wool is now ready to knit with.  If this article has piqued your interest for spinning wool, I 

would be very happy to teach anyone to spin. Just let me know.  
 

Thank you, Angela Baines  
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Devon ATV’s 

Keeping you farming! 

• We offer a wide range of services including 

tyres, repairs, servicing, genuine parts, and 

accessories.  

• Collection and drop off available – safe and 

stress free (terms apply.)  

• We also buy used quads, even if they have been 

sat in a barn for years.  

Find us on Facebook @ Devon ATV’s 

                                         Call today on 07861233615 or email devonatvs@gmail.com 

 

 

Badminton & Table Tennis at the Victory Hall 
 

No further update about recommencing the badminton after covid 

measures are lifted. 

  

Nature Walks 
  

If you are interested in Badminton, Table Tennis or the Nature Walks, 

then please get in touch with Chris Baines 

 

Chrisbaines63@btinternet.com 

01409 221362 or 07917 795072 
 

 

 

SNOOKER CLUB 

Any snooker players or budding players will be delighted to hear that the Northlew Snooker Club 
has now reopened with some Covid related procedures in place. 
 
With 2 refurbished full size tables and new accessories in place it is a first class facility for the 
village. 
 
We currently have vacancies for new members so if you are a beginner or a player then call/email 
me for full details. 
 
Simon Dancer   01409 221881  or simon.dancer@yahoo.co.uk 

 

mailto:devonatvs@gmail.com
mailto:Chrisbaines63@btinternet.com
mailto:simon.dancer@yahoo.co.uk
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Bus Timetables 

 

Here are the timetables for the service buses that run from the village on a regular basis. 
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